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From the Presidents’ Keyboard
Dear Guild Members,
Many of you have completed the short survey asking how comfortable you would feel meeting indoors or
outdoors in the next few months. Thank you to all that have submitted responses so far. If you missed the
survey, you can find it in Jenny’s email on March 31st. Your responses are due on Friday, April 9. From
the results in so far we can see that you are ready to see each other in person rather than on a screen, as
soon as it is safe to do so. Your responses indicate that there are different levels of comfort. Our next
meeting in April will still be on Zoom, but stay tuned for decisions concerning the following months. Whatever is decided, remember that it is completely up to you as an individual to do what is comfortable for you.
My own quilting journey began in 2013, when I retired. My aunt Margie was my inspiration, and I hoped I
would enjoy quilting as much as she did. Now, coming up on 8 years, I can say that I love it! I promised
myself that, except for all the rag quilts and baby quilts I have made, for each project I would try to learn
something new. There is so much to learn and we get to just pick the projects that speak to us. Each of
those new techniques and projects require precision and practice, and there are bound to be pitfalls that
are discouraging. I was a mathematics teacher/professor for more than 40 years. I try to remind myself
that in quilting, as in math, it is important to know what must be done with the most precision, as perfectly
as possible, and then what aspects have a little more leeway.
When I first started quilting, I took the stance that I would
work on one project at a time. Now I realize that there are
quilters who always do that, while there are others that always work on several things at once. I have branched out,
and find that I actually like having at least two projects at
once – one hand work and another all machine work. Which
category do you fit into?
I am looking forward to “seeing” and “hearing” you at our
April 13th meeting, at 6:30 on Zoom! As usual, your Zoom
link will be sent prior to the meeting.
Share the love of quilting!
Libby Corriston
Guild President

Coming Up
APRIL PROGRAM — DIANE MURTHA

Challenges I — Accept the Challenge and Win a Prize!
From Diane: “An informative and humorous perspective on my quilt challenge experiences, including a
trunk and slide show. Most importantly, I'll discuss how challenges can expand your quilting skills and
inspire all of your quilting!
I started as a traditional quilter in the late ’90s, gradually modifying patterns and gravitating to art quilts,
specifically participating in art quilt challenges. An early retirement allowed me time to open my creative
aperture to explore quilting on even more new levels!
Challenges are an excellent opportunity to get out of your comfort zone. I embrace it fully and encourage you to do the same and experience the joy and personal satisfaction of challenges!
So why do you want to listen to me? Because I am you! My point is – if I can do challenge quilts – so
can you! I’m not fancy. I only recently started entering juried competitions. However, I’m super excited
to share what I have learned with you.”

Check out Diane’s web site for more information at www.dianelmurtha.com.

April K-State Extension Workshop Presentation
Decorative Machine Stitching
Tuesday, April 27, 2021 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Led by Janie Benander
If you have a sewing machine with decorative stitches and you never use them,
then this workshop is for you. Come see what you can create!
Enroll for the workshop on the K-State Extension Office web site under Classes and Events.

Any handouts will be emailed to those who registers, along with the link to the Zoom presentation. On
the day of the presentation, you will get a link to the Zoom meeting in your email which opens the meeting for you to be a participant. You do not need a camera or microphone built into your computer in order
to view and hear the presentation.
Remember that these classes are open to the public and free of charge, so let family and friends
know!

Future Workshops (all to be held via Zoom until further notice):
May 25 – Machine Stitched Applique

Aug. 24 – Twister Tool

June 22 – Fusing Fun Art Quilt

Oct. 26 – Color Pencil on Fabric

July 27 – Christmas in July

Sept. 28 – Modern Improv Quilt Block
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Opportunity Quilt & 2021 Challenge
I would like to apologize to those of you who tried, and
were unsuccessful, to share my Facebook post about the
Opportunity Quilt. There are times I don’t understand
technology. To those who were able to share the post, I
am very grateful. Unfortunately, there have not been any
tickets sold through this process.
If you would like tickets to sell, please let me know and I
will get them to you. Here’s a picture of the quilt, and one
is attached to the newsletter email.
Thank you,
Teresa Jones

Don’t forget to check out our guild Square site https://olathe-quilters-guild.square.site/ for the
option to purchase various things with your credit card, like Opportunity Quilt tickets. Teresa
Jones will fill in tickets with your name, snap a picture of the tickets that she has filled in for you,
and then email you the picture. This will be your proof of purchase.
Thanks,
Karen Genis
Ways and Means

2021 CHARITY ITEMS
A new point chart has been made to recognize the charities chosen for 2021. Please be aware that members are still welcome (and encouraged) to support other charities and still get points for the August drawing. While the new form does not list what was previously posted, the points will still be the same as before
for those other items (Isolette covers, Quillow, and Quick Quilts). Many people are blessed with the efforts
of our time and talents.
Mary Pacey

2021 Two Color Quilt Challenge
Don’t forget to either get a start or keep going on your two color quilt to be a part of our challenge! You can use

any two colors and different shades or hues of those colors are allowed. If you have any questions contact me for answers or advice.
Sherri Irving
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Block of the Month
By now you should have 3 stars for BOM. Where are they going? In a
house? In a barn? In the Milky Way? Is your plan to make a king, queen,
lap quilt? Or a table runner? Maybe a set of placemats?
THE SKY IS THE LIMIT…
Here is the April star BOM for your pleasure. (They are all sooo cute)
A. Cut 2 squares 1 7/8 of light print.
B. cut 2 squares 1 7/8 of dark print (mine is navy)
C. Cut 2 squares 2 3/8 of another dark print (mine is green)
D. Cut 8 squares 2 x 2of another dark print (mine is denim blue)
E. Cut 4 rectangles 2 x 3 1/2 of light print
F. Cut 4 squares 2x2of light print.
Draw a diagonal line through the center of A squares, pair them with the
B
squares, sew 1/4 inch on each side of the square and cut down the center line. Assemble to form a pinwheel.
Add C to each side of the pinwheel .
Use E and F to form flying geese, sew 1 flying geese to 2 sides, and add corner 2 inch squares to the other flying geese. Sew to form a 6 1/2 inch pinwheel star...
Linda Hagen
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KCRQF Update
Hooray!! We are thrilled to announce that every guild member that submitted a quilt for consideration for the
KCQRF has been accepted!!
If multiple quilts were submitted, your first choice will be displayed unless we speak with you directly. Please
remember all quilts must have a 4 inch rod pocket. Quilts will be collected during the normal June guild
meeting.
Call Janice Meloan 913.754.6880 or Kathleen Manning 703.909.0812 with any questions. Again CONGRATULATIONS to all participants!

UPDATES FROM KCRQF
Our last meeting was 3/13 and the next is on 4/10. The committee is meeting in person again as we get closer to the festival.
Tickets are available for purchase a few different ways: through the guild (https://bit.ly/
KCRQF2021PreOrder2), through the website (www.kcrqf.com) and at many local quilt shops. Pre-orders
through the above link will be available until 5/22. Your first ticket purchased through the Olathe Guild
will be discounted $5 – so make sure you do a Pre-order! Additionally, tickets purchased through the guild
return more funds to the festival. The second best option is the website where only a credit card fee is
charged. Tickets at the door lose a percentage of the sale price to the OP Convention Center.
T-Shirt & Pin pre-orders are finalized. Mary Ellen & Heather are working with our vendor to order those
plus some extra. We are only ordering 1 time from our vendor so when the “extra” shirts sell out they are
gone for good. The ticket link above includes the ability to order one of those extras on a first come first
serve basis. We will be distributing tickets to guild reps for orders through 3/31 at the April meeting.
Volunteer!!!! Olathe Quilt Guild needs volunteers! We have two main needs – our guild Opportunity Quilt
booth & the KCRQF Merchandise Booth. At this point nearly all spots are filled or have at least 1 volunteer. We need help late in the day all 3 days. This is a slower time at the festival as many show go-ers
have left for the evening. The jobs are mainly to be friendly & chat with attendees while selling product
(opportunity quilt tickets or show merchandise). You can sign up here - https://bit.ly/OQG2021KCRQF
Festival Status & Health: Vendors are sold out – with a wait list! There has been some movement with late
cancellations but the wait list is also continuing to grow. Right now 110 vendors, 42 NEW to the festival with
a wait list.
Ads are in the County Register in a whole bunch of regional states. Flyers are also distributed to many
local quilt stores – look for them & ask your stores about it to make sure they are talking the festival up.
Judged Quilts: These signups are also going slow. You have until 4/15 (this month!) to get yours registered. As of the meeting ~50 quilts were registered with room for ~100.
Showbook: Ads are coming in – the deadline is 4/15 (this month!). If you know of anybody with a business –
quilting, chiropractor, realtor, etc., who would like to advertise send them to www.kcrqf.com/kcrqf-ads to purchase one.
Opportunity Quilts: Booths will be on the first floor as you come into the convention center (in front of the
classrooms – before the escalator). We will be getting our specific booth assignment location in April.
(more information on the next page)
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KCRQF Update (contd.)
Class signups are going slow. We think this is due to a lack of detail from Missouri Sewing Machine (some
people are waiting to see what classes they are offering) and a general feeling of “waiting until it is closer”.
If you are curious which classes need some love, see the list at the end of the update. A few classes have
had a second section added as they are JUST THAT POPULAR! Hopefully some of the less popular classes pick up as well.
•
•
•
•

All classes will have social distancing & limited enrollment based on classroom sizes
All classes will require masking
All long arm classes will have “sleeves” for the long arms that will be brand new for you & discarded after your class
All classrooms will be sanitized between class times

At the March Olathe Guild Board meeting a discussion was had about the guild’s interest in participating in
2023. We discussed whether the guild would make or lose money on the festival this year. The guild will
NOT lose money (ever) regardless of the festival finances. This year the festival is in really good financial
shape with many vendors & even a wait list. What isn’t clear yet is whether the classes will make money &
what ticket sales will bring in. There are 3 possible outcomes: 1) We make money & get our share of the
profits (the festival is apportioning shares equally amongst all guilds); 2) we break even; 3) we do not make
enough to cover the final debts to the convention center, pipe & drape, cleaners, etc. Should either of the
first two occur, we will need to know soon if Olathe wants to continue to support in 2023. A show of hands
from the board was affirmative, so we will continue to support the festival in 2023. It is up to all of us to
make sure that attendance is good by participating, buying our own tickets & telling all of our friends! We
have asked for details regarding large cash outlays still required & what we need to bring in still for the festival to break even & make some money. The overwhelming vendor response has been very helpful & the
festival should have the cash to pay the convention center & pipe & drape costs. Individual teachers may
be cancelled if we don’t have enough attendance to cover their fees and/or travel arrangements. There are
some ancillary (unknown) fees for cleaning etc. but it is looking like we should break even or better! Every
ticket sale counts – so get your friends interested!! Thanks everybody!
Heather & Mary Ellen
Class Signups:
Repurposing your fabric with paintstik
Back basting applique
It's All in the Sashing
Zentangle
Provencal Lavender
Let's Explore Hot Fix
Decaffeinated Designs
Tuckersize Me
Increasing Precision Piecing
Needle Punch
Gel Plate Printing
360 Degree Grid
Winter Cardinal
A New Life for Classic
Quilting Mehndi
Precision and Panache
How to Have fun in your sewing room
English Paper Piecing
Hand Stitch Reverse Applique
Formal Feathers
Wool on Cotton
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De-Mystifying Quiltworx
Picture This
Dynamic Dresdens
Freehand Feathers
French Connection
Let's Play with Hot Fix
Color Confidence
One Block Wonder
Dream Big (Class 2)
Continuous line
Coloring Tools
Dream Big (Class 1)
Borders out of Nowhere
Breaking space
Collage Beginnings (Class 2)
Quilt Bindings:Simple to Spectacular
Fill out/Background fillers
Collage Beginnings (Class 1)
Doodle Quilting
Give Your Quilt the wow Factor
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Birthdays & Other Updates
Membership Update
One new quilter joined us this month. We welcome Bianca Elliott. We now have eighty members. The
latest membership roster will go out with the May newsletter next month.
Jean Heer
Membership Chair

April Member Birthdays!
Linda Meisel ............... 4-2

Carol Crane .............. 4-17

Carolyn Chaffin ........... 4-3

Mary Ellen Winter ..... 4-17

Sherri Critchfield ......... 4-5

Karen Hinkle ............. 4-21

Johnson County Parks & Recreation Exhibit
Starting Feb. 6th - April 20th there will be a traveling
exhibit at the Johnson County Museum showing 41
examples of garments and other household items fashioned year ago using feed sacks. This is a traveling
exhibit which explores the reuse of feed sacks to make
clothing and other household objects and illuminates
how the “upcycling” of these bags mutually benefitted
twentieth-century consumers and businesses. “Thrift
Style” serves as an example of past ingenuity that can
inform today’s efforts towards sustainability. This exhibition offers a snapshot of domestic life during a time
when recycling was as critical as it is today.
For more information or to register by phone, call 913-831-3359 or visit jcprd.com.
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2021 Board Members & Committee Chairs
2021 Olathe Quilters Guild Board

President

Libby Corriston

Vice President

Nic Deplazes

Program

Mary Ellen Winter

Program Elect

Cindy Nice & Lisa Hirsch

Secretary

Carol Crane

Treasurer

Rachel Rohrer

Ways and Means

Karen Genis

Ways and Means Elect

Carol Crane

Historian

Cheryl Wilcox

Public Relations

Melissa Toburen

Membership

Jean Heer

Newsletter Editor

Jenny Boudreaux

Advisor

Teresa Jones
2021 Committee Chairs

Charity

Cindy Nice

Block of the Month

Linda Hagen

Welcome Table

Shelia Pierce

Challenge Quilt

Sherri Irving

Outreach/Education

Mary Pacey

Special Events

Kathy Kolodziejczyk, Gretchen Ryan, and Heather Schaller

OQG Quilts for KCRQF

Janice Meloan and Kathleen Manning

Opportunity Quilt

Teresa Jones

KCRQF

Mary Ellen Winter and Heather Buchwitz

President’s Quilt

Ava Wright

OQG Board Meetings
The next board meeting will be Tuesday, April 20th beginning at 6:30pm via Zoom. Board
meetings are scheduled for the third Tuesday of each month unless re-scheduled for some reason. Any guild member is welcome to attend board meetings; please contact Libby Corriston at
libbycorriston@gmail.com if you wish to attend the meeting, so she can send you the link to join
via Zoom.
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Treasurer’s Report
Olathe Quilters Guild

Treasurer’s Report
March 31, 2021
Operating Account Balance 2/25/21

$6,370.36

Money Market Account Balance 1/31/2021

$12,152.83
$18,523.19

Receipts

Membership Dues

$105.00

Ways and Means

$14.00

KCRQF Merchandise Sales

$718.00

Quarantine Quilt

$25.00

Opportunity Quilt

$41.00

Total Income

$903.00

Money Market interest earned in

$0.99

February and March
Expenses

Quarantine Quilt - Square Fees

$1.26

KCRQF Discount

$45.00

KCRQF Square Fees

$10.61

Opportunity Quilt - Square Fees

$2.26

Ways & Means - Square Fees

$0.81

Other Expenses - Domain Fee

$228.00

Total Expenses

$287.94

Operating Account Balance 3/31/2021

$6,985.42

Money Market Account Balance 3/31/2021

$12,153.82

Combined Balance 3/31/2021

$19,139.24
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Meeting Minutes
Olathe Quilter’s Guild Meeting Minutes
March 9, 2021
The virtual meeting of the members of Olathe Quilter’s Guild was opened by President Libby Corriston at
6:30pm by Zoom. 51 members were present. Libby welcomed three new members, Julie Coons, Adrienne
Clevenger and Karen Hinkle.
Program: Janice Meloan and Kathleen Manning showed a Power Point presentation with all of the quilts registered to be shown at the Kansas City Regional Quilt Festival June 17-19. Each person spoke about her
quilt. There were 24 entries. A random drawing was conducted by Karen Genis to determine the order in
which the quilts would be chosen to be hung at the festival. How many are shown will depend on the space
available and the sizes of the quilts.
Another part of the program was a Zoom version of a “Schoolhouse” and members offered tips that make
quilting easier.
The drawing for the Covid/Geometry quilt was held by Mary Ellen Winter with Karen Genis’s spinning wheel
of names. The winner was Ruthi Hoadley. This project earned $112 for the Charity Committee.
Business Meeting: Mary Ellen made a motion to accept the secretary’s minutes of the January minutes. It was
seconded by Mary Pacey and approved. Susan Gandy made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report from
January, which was seconded by Linda Hagen and approved.
March birthdays were recognized.

Members are encouraged to sign up for the guild responsibilities at the festival. Heather Buchwitz set up a
chart for the merchandise booth and the guild’s opportunity quilt booth which can be found at http://bit.ly/
OQG2021KCRQF
Susan Gandy will be demonstrating hand quilting on a full size frame at KCRQF, and also needs volunteers
to take shifts.
The next K-State workshop (Johnson County Extension) is March 23 rd with a presentation by Heather Buchwitz called “Techniques for Using Heirloom Textiles.”
2021 Challenge Quilt: Sherri Irving received several reports of colors chosen for the two color challenge quilt.
From those names, the random wheel chose Jenny Boudreaux as winner of a prize.
BOM: Linda Hagen asked if the Block of the Month directions are clear and pointed out the quilt may be any
size.

Membership: Jean Heer reported 67 members have paid dues.
KCRQF: Heather Buchwitz reminded members to get judged entries in. Pre-orders of merchandise should be
placed before March 31st. Invoices are being sent periodically, not instantly. She complimented OQG for excellent support of the festival.
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Meeting Minutes (contd.)
Opportunity Quilt: Teresa Jones would like suggestions on where or how to advertise the quilt.
Charity Committee: Cindy Nice thanked the longarmers for clearing the backlog of pieced tops. A group
gathers once a month to sort, and cut battings and backings and other projects. Ten quilts are left to be quilted and more pillowcase kits are available. Heather Schaller delivered a stack of quilts to a senior home and
11 fidget quilts to Colonial Village. Quilts were delivered to Linda Hagen for the VA. Mary Pacey said she
has been receiving scanned points charts – the prize drawing can is getting fuller!
Historian: Cheryl Wilcox offered help to members by taking photos of their quilts. The Library Tea has been
cancelled for 2021 as well as last year, so the next possible date is April 9, 2022.
April Program: Mary Ellen Winter has scheduled Diane Murtha – “Challenges – Accept the Challenge and
Win a Prize.”
Welcome Table: Shelia Pierce announced this month’s winner is Melissa Toburen.
Ways & Means: Karen Genis reported the winner of the drawing for the KU kit is Heather Schaller. Karen is
creating a tote bag design as a fund raiser and orders may be placed in April.
Show & Tell participants were Mary Ellen Winter, Linda Hagen, Rachel Rohrer, Carol Crane, Melissa Toburen and Jenny Boudreaux.
Libby Corriston adjourned the meeting at 8:00 pm.

Carol Crane, Secretary

AD ASTRA SHOP HOP COMING SOON!
Our local quilt shops need your support if they are to stay in
business. Eight stores near us are participating in the Ad Astra Shop Hop on April 7-10. Please consider shopping
online if you aren’t comfortable going to physical stores yet.
The shops are: First City Quilts in Leavenworth, Li’l Red
Hen Quilt Shop in Paola, Overbrook Quilt Connection in
Overbrook, Prairie Point Quilt & Fabric Shop in Lenexa,
Quilters’ Paradise in Baldwin City, Quilting Bits & Pieces in
Eudora, Stitch On Needlework Shop in Lawrence, and The
Quilted Sunflower in Spring Hill. Check them out on Facebook!
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Zoom Tips
Our April guild meeting will be held on Tuesday April 13 via Zoom. Karen Genis has provided the
following tips for how to use Zoom effectively:

Tips for joining Zoom:
Downloading the Zoom client

You can download the Zoom Desktop Client
for Mac, Windows, ChromeOS and Linux, as well as the Zoom Mobile App
for iOS and Android from our Downloads page.
Joining another user's meeting
There are many ways to join a meeting, but the easiest way is to click the join link
that the meeting host provided. You can also click Join in your Zoom client and
enter the meeting ID.
As a guild member, you will receive an email with the Zoom link to join our monthly meeting. At the time of the meeting, you will click on the link to enter a Zoom
meeting room. You click the “Join” button pictured above. Please make sure your name is entered
into your profile. Then meeting host will admit you to the meeting.
The guild asks that everyone keep their microphone on Mute so we can hear the presenters and
speakers.
Here are a few more tips to remember:
•

If you keep your camera on, remember we can see everything you do and everything happening
behind you.

•

In the bottom center of the screen is a “Chat” feature. You can send messages to the whole
group or private messages to individuals.

•

If you have a question for the speaker, please put it in the “Chat”.

•

If you invite a guest, please let Karen Genis know, so she can let the guest into our Zoom meeting (since she is the host, she can admit people to our Zoom meeting even if they are not a guild
member).

Please reach out to Karen Genis, karen.genis@yahoo.com with any questions.
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General Info & Member Marketplace
GUILD HISTORIAN HELP
As your quilt guild historian, I haven't had quilts to photograph since we have not been meeting in
person. It has occurred to me that some members might need some help in photographing their
quilts for Show and Tell or for other purposes. Let me know if I can be of assistance, even if it is
holding up your quilt for you.
Cheryl Wilcox

Guild News & Business Online
Our monthly newsletters are posted to the guild web site within a few days of them being sent out via
email - the web address is https://www.olathequiltersguild.com/. Click on the Resources tab, then
Newsletters to see the archive. We also post them to our Facebook group—if you do not belong to the
Facebook group, search for Olathe Quilters Guild group, then click the Join Group button. One of our
group admins will grant you access.

MEMBER MARKETPLACE & BUSINESSES
Cheryl Newell - CAN Designs - quilting & longarm services 4537 Reese Drive, Wellsville, KS 913-7496668
Heather Buchwitz - QuiltKC - custom and e2e long arm, quilt alongs, batting, backing and other solid/print
fabrics, threads and more for sale. 4520 Silverheel St., Shawnee, KS 913-488-8055
Nicolette Deplazes - Edge-to-edge long arm quilting services. 1223 E Frontier Lane, Olathe KS 816-3072266
Check out the list of members’ businesses online at https:// www.olathequiltersguild.com/businesslinks.

Mary Pacey has 3 cream and 1 blue Bernina foot accessory storage boxes to sell- $5.00 each.
Maryqstitcher@gmail.com.
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Show and Tell
During our Zoom guild meeting we will do a show and tell portion using pictures and descriptions that you
send in advance to Jenny Boudreaux (jenboud@gmail.com) - get them to her by Sunday April 11.
Please put “show and tell” in the subject line of the email to make it easier to find those emails!

Adrienne Clevenger—This quilt is the first one I’ve done on my new midarm. It’s for a friend who
is going through chemo. Forgot to get a picture after binding it, whoops.

Melissa Toburen - Pillow cover
from a kit. Some fun raw edge
applique letters and free motion quilting. Gifted to our
niece for her birthday.
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Show and Tell

Mary Pacey — Here is a picture of
a quilt I made for the nursing
home.

Heather Schaller — I was the lucky winner
of this pattern last month and it couldn't
have came at a better time. It's my motherin-law's birthday this month and she is also
a huge KU fan, so I had motivation to get it
done ASAP.
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Show and Tell
Jessie Vandenberg — A couple tops I made for charity.
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Show and Tell
Libby Corriston — Here are three of my recent
projects:
1. A throw for my daughter from a free Robert
Kaufman pattern.
2. The 11 fidget quilts I made. They are each
15" x 20".
3. I recently tried out English Paper Piecing for
the first time and found that I really like it for
those quiet evenings. This is a pillow I made
from "Quilting on the Go," by Jessica Alexandrakis.
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